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Over $1.7 Trillion in U.S Student Loan Debt
U.S. Department of Education

GOAL: WIN SCHOLARSHIPS!!!
Reduce or Eliminate Student Loans



© Copyright 2026

All rights reserved

What Are Scholarships?



Gift aid or free money to help 

fund your education 

you DO NOT have to pay back!
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What Are Scholarships?



Who Do You Know… 
Has Won A Scholarship?



Book & Workbook Templates
“College Funding Strategies I Wish Someone Had Told Me”



These Strategies Work!
College Education Debt-free Success Stories

~$150,000 in Scholarships
Hampton University 

Graduate
Navy ROTC Scholarship

Commissioned Naval Officer
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

~$130,000 in Scholarships
Norfolk State University

Class of 2026
Computer Science Major

Division 1 Football Scholarship
Academic Scholarships
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Who Offers Scholarships?



Colleges/University

Who Offers Scholarships?

Non-profits

Companies

Community Groups
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Types of Scholarships



Many Types of Scholarships
Need-based

Merit-based

Interest-based

Military

Athletic

Major/Career 



There’s a scholarship for Everyone!!

Grades/Test Scores

Gender

First Generation

Disability

Talents

Major

Ethnicity

Career Interests

Low Income

Location
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Finding Scholarships



College Funding (Strategy 8)  - Page 91

Search for Unique & Low Competition 
Scholarships

Small award 
amounts.

Few people know 
they exist.

Few people apply 
for.

Few people are 
eligible for.

Few people want 
to write essays.

Few people want 
to obtain letters of 
recommendation.

No one is You! 
Focus on what 

make you 
different/unique.





DEMO



HiddenGems $cholarship Finder
Downloadable Spreadsheet (.csv or .pdf)







Applying for Scholarships



Scholarship Application Parts
Essays Are Critical!

Scholarship 

Application
Parts

Financial 
Documents   

(i.e. SAR)

SAT/ACT 
Scores

GPA/Tran
script

College 
Acceptance 

/ 
Verification

Essay

Letter of 
Recomme
ndation

Activities/ 
Interest

Scholar 
Profile*



❖ Read the scholarship application instructions thoroughly.

❖ Follow the instructions (word counts, deadlines, essays, LORs).

❖ Submit the scholarship application ON TIME!

❖ Save all content BUT customize your applications to the scholarship.

❖ Focus on writing a compelling essay.

College Funding (Strategy 7) - Page 94-98 73© Copyright 2025
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Scholarship Application Guidance



Writing a Compelling Essay















"The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. 
Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, 
and what did you learn from the experience?” 2025-2026 Common App Prompt

Write a few sentences
Use Google Slides or MS Word
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